
AXP & ARE
the next steps to licensure



You cannot call yourself an 
architect until you have been 

licensed under the state.



12.3
 A V G.   Y E A R S   TO   L I C E N S U R E

including education



10K-15K
BETWEEN UNLICENSED DESIGNERS/ASSOCIATES 
& LICENSED ARCHITECTS

A N N U A L   S A L A R Y   D I F F E R E N C E





TIMELINE

5-7 YRS.
M.Arch Degree

3,740 HRS.
under licensed architect

6 EXAMS
5 year rolling clock



EDUCATION



NAAB - National Architectural Accrediting Board

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILHrnIH1zZY


https://studyarchitecture.com

CHOOSING A NAAB PROGRAM: 
Location | Degree Type | Time | Tuition | Curriculum | Licensure Goals 

https://studyarchitecture.com


EXPERIENCE



NCARB
National Council of Architectural Registration Board



6 AXP CATEGORIES
Practice Management: 160 hrs.

Project Management: 360 hrs.

Programming + Analysis: 260 hrs.

Project Planning + Design: 1,080 hrs.

Project Develop + Doc: 1,520 hrs.

Construction + Evaluation: 360 hrs

= 3,740 hrs
Approximately 2 years of full time work experience



WAYS TO EARN HOURS
SETTING A: work performed in 
architecture office

● PAID internship, architectural position, 
etc.

SETTING O: experience performed 
outside of architectural firm

● Design or construction related 
employment

● Community based design collaboration
● Design Competitions



SET UP YOUR RECORD
Go to ncarb.org to set up an 
NCARB account and establish your 
record. 

● $100 initial registration fee
● $85 annual renewal fee



VERIFY YOUR SUPERVISOR
AXP supervisor oversees your work 
and confirms your hours prior to 
NCARB approval



TRACKING HOURS
● Submit hours 

every 2 months 
● Hours reported 

after 6 months 
and before 5 years 
earns only 50% 
credit



EXAMINATION



ARE 5.0



REQUEST ELIGIBILITY
Login to NCARB account -> go to ‘exams’ - > click ‘request eligibility’



SCHEDULE YOUR EXAMS
● Exams can be 

scheduled in any 
order

● Can be taken 
online (at home) 
or at PSI testing 
centers

● Each exam costs 
$210 ($1,260 total)

● 5 year rolling 
clock



STUDY! STUDY! STUDY!
● Utilize online and 

textbook 
resources to 
study for one 
exam at a time

● Check with your 
employer to see 
what resources 
they have 
available to offer



SCORING
● Pass/fail system
● Scores typically 

processed within 
a week

● Must wait 60 days 
to retake a 
division

● Can only take 
same division 3 
times in 1 year

● Score verification 
- $100

● Challenge/Review 
- $300+



THE ROLLING CLOCK
● Once you pass 

first exam, you 
have 5 years to 
complete the rest

● Must retake each 
division that 
expires after 5 
years rolling clock



TEST PREP RESOURCES!
ARE 5.0 Handbook
ARE 5.0 Community
ARE 5.0 Demo Exam
Test Prep Video Series
NCARB Blog

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/ARE5-Handbook.pdf
https://www.ncarb.org/pass-the-are/are5-community
https://ncarbpractice.examstudio.com/PLExam.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLG3glq7vX77C7hhd9s5OR4kBh4-xk2q5i
https://www.ncarb.org/blog






OFFICIAL NCARB GUIDELINES
Education Guidelines

AXP Guidelines

ARE Guidelines

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/Main%20Website/Data%20&%20Resources/Guidelines/EducationGuidelines.pdf
https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/AXP-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/ARE-5-Guidelines.pdf


RESOURCES
GENERAL
NCARB: https://www.ncarb.org/about

NAAB: https://www.naab.org/accredited-programs/school-search/

AIA-MN: https://www.aia-mn.org

Minnesota Board of AELSLAGID: https://mn.gov/aelslagid/architecture.html

ACSA: https://www.acsa-arch.org

EXPERIENCE PROCUREMENT/NETWORKING
AIAS-UMN: https://www.aiasmn.org

AIA Job Bank: https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/job-bank/

TESTING RESOURCES
Black Spectacles: https://go.blackspectacles.com

The Amber Book

ARE 5.0 Exam Review

https://www.ncarb.org/about
https://www.naab.org/accredited-programs/school-search/
https://www.aia-mn.org
https://mn.gov/aelslagid/architecture.html
https://www.acsa-arch.org
https://www.aiasmn.org
https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/job-bank/
https://go.blackspectacles.com
https://www.amazon.com/R-Practice-Exam-Amber-Book/dp/1719337950/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1URANI089LWAV&keywords=the+amber+book+are+5.0+edition&qid=1636596320&qsid=133-3983358-6249517&sprefix=the+amber+book+%2Cstripbooks%2C176&sr=8-1&sres=1719337950%2C1591265150%2C0882849514%2CB00GAH3S8I%2CB085LTRQ3P%2C0143131583%2CB07KFSL7VX%2CB08V888FCH%2CB074N33XCJ%2CB0818ZW6XY%2CB06Y5TFHRS%2CB08KJ8S3CP%2CB00YW4XB2O%2CB08N8YD9TV%2CB004AM5NNS%2C7544515516&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/PPI-Exam-Review-Divisions-Comprehensive/dp/1591266807/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=ARE+exam+review+5.0&qid=1636596494&qsid=133-3983358-6249517&sr=8-2&sres=1591266807%2C1591265150%2C1591265320%2C1591266823%2C159126684X%2C1612650376%2C1612650244%2CB08WZ8XKX6%2C1516705815%2CB08YDKLN8B%2C1591265169%2C1612650430%2C1591263212%2C1517475376%2C1496309758%2C080364079X&srpt=ABIS_BOOK


QUESTIONS?



breue033@umn.edu

Explore more at 

ncarb.org

Reach out for more questions & resources!


